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A private battle to save marine life
Marine habitats planned

A ncr category of marine life
ptotection is likely to be introduced
by the Stete Goveruent.

Ihe hebitet reserye is deeigned to
De one step down from the aqurtic
rtserve, of which there rrc eight in
NSW (includlng otre gezctted only
lrst reek rt thc Solit.ry Islaudg
neer C,offs Harbour).

Aquetic rcaervc{r require oompre-
hensive mrtrlgemetrt, public consul-
trtiou end co-operetioo, rnd strrio
the rcsource-starred lisherics diyl-
giol of the Deplrtrent of Agricut-
ture end Fleherles.

They rrc lntroduced only lnsortetuding cxemples of lerge scale
hrbitats, whict rrc representrtive of
prrticuler spcciest, seid Ms Barbrra
Richardson, thc deputy director of
tbc fisheriec divisioo.

The crertion of the hrbitrt
rteoeIve, as e snaller-scdc alternr-
tive, hrs been proposed in a revlewof

the NSW Flsheries and Oyster
Farms Act The Act is currently
bcing rertrltten by the Parliamentery
Councll.

sVYhet we ere looking et heving
with thet new legislation is two types
of reseneg aqurtlc and habitaT
wtict ls elmed et protecting the
habitat itself, rather than manrging
a large lrrrr' Ms Richardson sdd.

Exrc{ly rvhat a habitat reserve is,
end hory lt rould operate, Is es clerr
es e moddy lagoon. 'We don't have
any, fl) I cen't tell you rhet lt is,'
Ms f,ichardson seld.

Preliminary trcommendrtions for
r mrnrgement progrom for inter-
tldel lwertebntce, due to heve been
released thle weel by the Minister
for Agdculture end Rural Affeirs,
Mr Armstrong, would now bc
trleascd next wee\ r spoleswomrn
for thc Minlster sdd.
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their beloved G5rdons Bqy.

the fisheries division Depart-

dons Bay. He visits the bay at least
three times a day, and is unabashedly
obsessive about its protection.

"The heavy pillaging of the bay
must take its toll," he said. "Some-
times you see a square metre of
crushed shells of the one species on
the rocks."

Both Mr Rowe and Angus concede
that in the interim, theyt be happy
with a ban on spearfishing, iird
perhaps some signs warning against
excessive marine harvesting, in lieu
of an aquatic reserye.

. These options are more likely to be
the outcome, according to Birbara
Richardson, the deputi directoi oi
the fisheries division of the Depart- Mapofffi
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ARNoLD reports on a
special effort at

Clovelly.

\? ' f Clovelly father and stepson
OO /A have erfrbarked on a iam-
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.fohn Rowe, a publishing exccu-

live, and Angus Sullivan, a l6-year-
bld HSC student at Cranbrook, are
both keen scuba divers; tleir favour-
ite dive spot, Gordons Bay (bctween
Clovelly and Coogee bays), is l-rve
minutes' walk from their home.

Gordons Bay is rich in both
vertebrates and invertebrates, in the
sea and on the rocks. Angus has been
diving among octopuses, sharks,
moray eels, lobsters and crabs.

*It's such a special area, so close to
the city, and should be protected,'
Angus said. "I sec a lot of p€ople
exploiting it all.

"I've seen people doing really
stupid things - like they've speared a.
shark and just left it on the rocks to
die. It's just the waste of it., "You see stingrays stabbed, and
people taking sea-urchins. There's
big blue gropers, and you often see

them with barbs in their backs -
they're really, really nice fish, and
you can feed them by hand."

Angus and Mr Rowe want Gor-
dons Bay to be declared an aquatic
neserve, and have written several
times to the Minister for Agriculture
and Rural Affairs, Mr Armstrong,
outlining their case.

Mr Armstrong has also seen a
report on Gordons Bay written by
Angus. In a written reply to Angus,
he commended the report, and said
he *would consider this to be a useful
document for future consideration ol
the management of Gordons Bay".

Angus prepared the report, an
elaborate 3l-page effort, on his

Apple Macintosh computer over two
months last year, as a Year I I
geography project.

Titled "Should Gordons Bay Be
Declared an Aquatic Reservc?', the
report included surveys of local
opinion, results of chemical analyses
of the water, and computer-drawn
maps, graphs and pie diagrams.

Angus concluded that yes, Gordons
Bay should become an aquatic reserve,
to "allow the area to restore itselfto its
original pride and glory, where people
who do not intend to damage the bay
can use it in harmony".

John Rowe was largely responsible
for the installation last year of an
underwater trail (for divers) at Gor- ment of Agriculture and Fisheiies.


