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Randwick Council will be asked
to ban foraging and collecting of
marine fauna on beaches under its
Jjurisdiction,

The plan, which encompasses a
ban on the taking, destruction or
disturbance of any form of marine
life, including shelifish and Crus-
taceans, will be put to the next
council meeting by Alderman
Chris Bastic.

A member of the Sydney Coastal
Coungils Committee, Mr Bastic says
itisvitaltoedumpeopleaboutthe
plight of local marine animals,

(4 There is hardly any
marine life left. This
must stop.®

“Many of these species are
ancient remnants of animals from
the earlier periods of life on this
7 planet, and we cannot Just sit there
and watch such a valuable common
heritage die out,” Mr Bastic said.

“Due to the increasing pressure
placed on marine fauna by
humans, there is hardly any marine
life left. This must stop if our
children are going to have a chance

——

to experience Australia’s wonder-

importance of marine fauna.

Randwick Council administers
Clovelly, Coogee and Maroubra
beaches, and Gordons, Lurline,
Long, Little, Congwong, French-
mans and Yarra bays.

Mr Bastic’s concern is shared by
many local people, including Mr
John Rowe and Mr Angus Sulli-

van. Both have written several
times to the Minister for Agricul-

ture and Rural Affairs, Mr Arm-
strong, asking that Gordons Bay be
declared an aquatic reserve.

- Mr Rowe, Mr Sullivan, Mr

Bastic, and many other marine |

fauna lovers along the coast are
awaiting recommendations from
Mr Armstrong’s office about the
introduction of habitat reserves,
which are designed to be one step
down from aquatic reserves,

Mr Armstrong’s office said the
State election would delay any
decision. . ]
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-ful and unique marine animals.” |
Mr Bastic will ask the council to ‘

put signs near rock platforms, to

announce the ban and explain the
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