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By GAIL BARNSLEY

REGULAR swimmers
at Clovelly Bay have re-
vealed a secret — their
best friend is a fish.

A 1m blue groper has
called the bay home for
the past five years and
has become a pet with
locals.

Known simply as The
Groper, he swims with
his human pals and
takes food from their
hands.

One of them, John
Roe, said yesterday: “As
soon as you dive in he's
at the steps to see you.

‘He is so approachable

and so curious, like a big
playful dog.”

The groper is blue be-
cause he's a male — fe-
males are brownish red;
but all gropers start life
as females anyway,
undergoing a sex-
change when they
exceed 5kg.

Marine experts say

-gropers used to be popu-

lar targets for spear fish-
ermen because of their
trusting and curious
nature,

They were totally pro-
tected in NSW waters
until 1974 when a line-
fishing ban was lifted;
but they are still pro-
tected from spear-
fishing.

While the groper
played with his friends
yesterday, other crea-
tures of the deep frol-
icked off the coast.

A pod of humpback
whales was spotted off
Narrabeen about noon,
heading south.
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